Dream Life Scrapbook

Imagine that you are out of school and you have a job. It is time to buy your own car, move into your own home, and buy all of your own clothes.

Look through magazines and newspapers find and cut out pictures of the car you would want to buy. Then the home you would want to live in, what would it look like outside and inside? New jewelry? What else would you need?

Each time you glue a picture into your scrapbook, explain why you chose that item and how much it cost.

Try to figure out how much your monthly expenses would be. Here is a list of some things to consider.

· Rent

· Household supplies (laundry detergent, toilet paper, food)

· Car Payments

· Clothing and Toiletries (make up or after shave)

· Car Insurance

· Hair and Nail Care (haircuts, gel, manicures, etc.)

· Phone Bill (include regular, cellular, pager)

· Entertainment (movies, concerts, clubs, video rentals)

When you think your scrapbook gives a clear picture of your lifestyle, look in the classified section of a newspaper. Find an ad for the job you imagine yourself having. Be sure that the ad gives the salary and all the requirements for the job. Figure out your monthly salary; be sure to subtract taxes and any benefits, which are automatically deducted from your check.

Does the job you want accommodate the lifestyle you imagine yourself having? If so, what do you need to be doing now to get that job? If not, what could you do to attain the lifestyle you desire? Include the answers to these questions in your scrapbook.

