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Welcome to Chemistry. This 40-week, two semester class, fulfills both the district Chemistry requirement, and a year of the University of California “d” entrance requirement for laboratory science.

 The class will also provide students with opportunities to improve their academic skills including class presentations, group projects, problem-solving methods, research papers, class discussions, and other resources. . Please refer to the State of California Curriculum Standards for Biology (www.cde.ca.gov/be/st/ss/index.asp). You can also find this information on my website.

  Please read the following information and return the tear-off, signed and dated at your earliest convenience.  

OBJECTIVES OF THE COURSE  
The objectives of this course are aligned with the State of California and LA Unified School District learning standards and incorporate El Camino Real’s expected schoolwide learning goals.

All ECR students will demonstrate:

Literacy and Effective Communication Skills

Critical Thinking and Problem-Solving Skills

Perseverance to Achieve Career Goals

Academic/Social Responsibility and Respect for Themselves and Others

Effective Use of Technology to Support the above ESLRs
  

The students will fulfill objectives through (a) Laboratory investigations (b) Vocabulary development (c) reading and analyzing physical science topics (d) class and small group discussions (e) cooperative learning techniques (f) group projects (g) oral presentations (h) quizzes/tests  (i) critical thinking and essay examinations (j) concept maps (k) observations (l) understanding tables, graphs and charts (m) current issues in chemistry (n) cross discipline connection (o) discovery through reading (p) using the different learning modules (q) use a variety of scientific equipment and technology (r) learn from teacher demonstrations (s) analyzing scientific data.

Resources -Textbook- Chemistry: Matter and Change by Banks et. al. and also Chemistry 5th ed. By Wilbraham.

-Library Materials -Internet research -Additional class worksheets

Classroom Instructions:
-Every class day has an agenda.  Each student is required to follow the agenda. 

-A composition notebook for Physical Science is required for this class.  Students will take notes in Cornell style as explained in class.

-Students will do most class assignments in their composition books.  Major assignments and tests will be separate as is homework. It is a good idea to keep a record of all your grades in the composition book.

-Homework is to be turned in on the due date before the tardy bell. Homework is to be done on standard notebook paper. Late work turned in within three days of the assignment will receive its full credit with a “Beerstein” pass attached to it only. Half credit is given to assignments one day late without the pass. After that no late work is accepted.

Assignments:
-Absolutely no cheating on any test or quiz.  Cheating will result in an automatic zero on the quiz or test and an additional zero on a test equivalent of points will be “added” and the student may be sent to the deans for further action.

-Every student must write lab reports after every lab in their composition book.  Some lab reports should follow a formal professional format as explained in class.  These assignments should be typed, double-spaced, with a 10, 11 or, 12 pt font.


Make up Work

-It is the students’ responsibility to find out what they missed during an absence and talk to me about make-up work. Make up work is only allowed after an excused absence. Tests must be made up within two days after returning.

GRADING SCALE 

A - 100% - 90%
B - 89.9% - 80%
C - 79.9% - 70%
D - 69.9% - 55%
F - 54.9% - AND LOWER
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tear-off

I have read this parent letter and my child will keep the copy in his/her  Notebook.

_____________________________        _______________________________   _______________

parent signature


print student name

date

class period

Please return to Mr. Beerstein, Room C-121
